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other at their fort. They thought thereby to banish all sus-
picion from our minds. I Was, however, informed hy a fol
Avoine who had Overheard what one of the Renards had said to
his Comrade, respecting the steps they were to take during our
sleep, telling him that as soon as he found us Asleep, he would
slip away and warn the Renards, who would at once attack us.
Being aware of their design, I took no steps, and told them at
once to withdraw and that before the night was half over, they
would find me nearer their fort than they expected ; that T Was
in no humor to receive their compliments, after they had in-
sulted me as they had done on my arrival. Tt is true that those
two Renards had chosen that time solely for the purpose of
watching what we might: be doing during the night, to Prevent
us from working at our entrenchment. We Had received a re-
inforcement of ten Puant warriors who Had crossed over to our
assistance when they saw that we had come to defend them.
Meanwhile, the Renards had already asked beforehand to speak
to me and begged me to Hear them before going further, and the
folles avoines, Being anxious to know their thoughts, nrged me
to Hear them for a moment. But I replied: “What do you
wish to Hear from those evil men? They are capable only of
betraying you and me also. Therefore I refuse positively to
Listen to their evil speeches.” The folles avoines persisted in
asking me to Listen to them since they addressed themselves
to me only, and finally T consented, making Them understand
that If T did so, it was solely through regard for Them, and
because they urged me to it. Then the Renards spoke to me
as follows: “We Know that thou hast come here solely to pro-
tect those dogs whom, without thee, we should have eaten. They
are cowards who have already sacrificed us not long ago to our
own Enemies, and who have outraged thee thyself in the ten-
derest spot thou couldst expect, by delivering into our hands
thine own Children that we might drink their blood. And we
are surprised that thou shouldst display such Ardor, on behalf
of people who are so little worthy of thy protection.” T replied
at once that I had resolved to help the Puants, solely because I
still believed them to be true children of onontio, their father,

[95]



